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quacy of the money grants, until Colonel Capper, who had succeeded Colonel Templer, built the first British military airship, using one of the envelopes made by Colonel Templer. This craft was commonly known as the " Nulli Secundus."
The first voyage of this airship took place in September, 1907. In the following month it made a memorable journey over London as far as St. Paul's Cathedral, attaining a nett speed of 18 miles per hour. The late S. F. Cody was pilot, and he brought the ship to rest in the grounds of the Crystal Palace, the wind being adverse. The world's duration record had been broken by this trip, which had lasted 3 hours 25 minutes. It was found necessary to rip open the " Nulli Secundus " where she had landed.
Early in 1909 a small airship that was nicknamed the " Baby " took the air. Its capacity was 21,000 cubic feet, but it was provided with a ballonnet, and was driven by two small motors. At the tail of this craft were vertical and horizontal fins for preserving stability.
The M Gamma " was, meanwhile, being built, and it was a more ambitious effort, the size being 75,000 cubic feet. It was also a more representative British craft than its predecessors, the engine being an 80 h.p. Green. An innovation was its swivelling propellors.
Another of the series, the " Beta " (which in reality was the " Baby " enlarged), driven by a 35 h.p. Green engine, came out in May, 1910, and attained a speed of 28 miles per hour. This vessel achieved fame by a night trip to London and back on the 3rd of June, and in the autumn of the same year it took part in the Army manoeuvres, and made a journey lasting 7f hours with a crew of three men aboard, accompanied by some carrier pigeons.
Members of Parliament and the public were at this period agitating in favour of a more energetic aeronautical policy, and a Committee of Members of Parliament arranged with Clement-Bayard (Paris) to have a